[44/ 


2526rve 
Roe 


tL E HAY 


a 


NORTH CARGLINA 


Nome 125 


« WERENT 


SUBJECT 


APPLE "CROPS cic oecveie 6 


4 RALEIGH, N. C. 


° 


\ 
' 


Neecs PRICES\RECELYEDNENDEX _UeS? PRICES RECEIVED DOWN 


DOWN 14\ ROENTS x 

The ‘‘All Farm $s’? index of 
prices received by North Carolina farmers 
at local markets dropped 14 points during 
the month ended ‘December 15. A slight 
increase in the index for grains, tobacco, 
poultry, dairy and miscellaneous products 
was not sufficient to off-set lower prices 
for cotton and cottonseed and meat animals, 
The December 15 ‘‘All Farm Products’’ 
index of 285 compares with an index of 
310 a year ago and an index of 314 on Dec- 
ember 15, 1959 (See table on page 2). 

The grains commodity index increased 
from 194 to 196 during the month ended 
December 15 due to slightly higher prices 
for corn, wheat and barley. 

Continued on Page 2) 


U. S. RYE CROP 
IN PGOR CONDITION 


Fall reports indicate that 115,000 acres 
of rye have been seeded in North Carolina 
for the 1953 crop, the same as for 1952 but 
27 percent below the 1941-50 average. Only 
15,000 acres were harvested in 1952 as 
compared to a 29,000-acre average from 
1941-50. The reported condition of the crop 
as of December 1, 1952, was 86 percent, 
comparing with 87 percent a year earlier 
and an average of 85 percent on December 
1 from 1940-49. 

The total acreage seeded in the United 
States for 1953 is estimated at 3,334,000 
acres or about 7 percent above that for 
1952 but nearly 24 percent below the 10- 
year average. A condition of 67 percent 
was reported on December 1 - close to the 
lowest of record. his low condition re- 
flects the combined effects of an unfavor- 
able soil moisture reserve, poor germin- 
ation, and generally limited growth by Dec- 
ember 1. A condition of 88 was reported a 
year ago while the 10-year average for 
December 1 stands at 86 percent. 


3 PERCENT; PARITY RATIO 
LOWEST SINCE APRIL, 1950 


The Index of Prices Received by F'arm- 
ers declined 8 points (3 percent) during 
the month ended December 15, ‘1952, to 269 
percent of the 1910-14 average. At this 
point the index, which has declined for 4 
consecutive months, was 12 percent below 
December 1951, and the lowest in over two 
years. Declines in prices received by farm- 
ers for cattle, cotton, eggs, hogs, and milk 
were largely responsible for the decrease 
in the index during the last month. 


The mid-December Parity Index (Prices, 


Paid for Commodities, Interest, Taxes, and 
Wage Rates) remained unchanged at the 
1952 low established on November 15. Low- 
er Prices were reported for feeder and ree 
placement livestock and for clothing and 
household furnishings. On the other hand, 


food, household operation items, and auto- 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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SMALL WINTER WHEAT 
CROP FOR 1953 


Based upon Fall reports from growers, 
it is estimated that 427,000 acres of wheat 
have been seeded for the 1953 crop in 
North Carolina. This is the same as the 
planted acreage for 1952 and 1951 and 
compares with the 1941-50 average of 473,- 
000 acres, There were 396,000 acres har 
vested in the State in 1952; 392,000 in 
1951; and an average of 435,000 acres 
from 1941-50. The condition of the crop 
on or about December 1, 1952, indicates 
@ production of 8,540,000 bushels for 1953, 
slightly nore than the 8,316,000 bushels 
produced in 1952 and about 28 percent nore 
than the. 10-year average. 

Meanwhile, United States production of 
winter wheat for 1953 is forecast at 611,- 
141,000 bushels. This is almost 42 per- 
cent below the 1952 crop of slightly over 


one billion bushels and about 24 percent 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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N. C. PRICES RECEIVED (Cont'd) 

Lower prices for cotton and cottonseed resulted in a drop of 
11 points in the cotton and cottonseed index. 

The tobacco index included only Types 11 and 31 sales since 
since all markets in Types 12 and 13 closed prior to December 15 
The level of prices for Type 31 (burley) was more than sufficient 
to off-set the decrease of 6.5 cents in the average price of Type 
11 tobacco. yee 

The meat animals index dropped 8 points as the result of lower 
prices for all meat animals in the index except veal calves, which 
was unchanged at $22.30. Beef cattle prices have declined grad- 
ually each month from $24.20 last March to $17.00 on December 15. 
Hog prices declined for the fifth consecutive month and the Dec- 
ember 15 price of $17.10 compares with $21.00 on August 15. 

The poultry index increased two points due to an increase of 
one cent in the price of chickens. Eggs were unchanged at 60 cents 
per dozen. 

The miscellaneous products index increased 19 points as the 
result of higher prices for peanuts, cowpeas, wool, potatoes, sweet- 
potatoes and apples. 


U. S. PRICES RECEIVED (conta) 


mobile prices were up. At 281, the Parity Index for mid-December 
was 3 percent under the all-time high of 289 recorded last April 
and May, and 1 percent under a year ago. 

The Parity Ratio (ratio of the Index of Prices Received to the 
Parity Index) dropped to 96 in mid-December, the lowest since 
April 1950. 


This year’s production of deciduous fruits will be about 9 
percent below a year ago and 5 percent below average. Declines 
in prospects during October for apples and pears more than offset 
an increase for grapes. 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS DECEMBER 15, 1952 


WITH COMPARISONS: 


CORNeccosceccecce 
WHE A Dclw eine eine aise 
OATSccceveccceecs 
BARLEYecccccccese 
RYEvccccecscnceces 
SOYBEANS. cecccece 
COWREAS Ss «occ a cle 
PEANUTS ccciccleccecs 
COTTON we sisies'eaie © 
COTTONSEEDceeccee 
WOOL se clsieisielearecoate 
HOGS cease cma eelalae 


BEEF (CATT Es cic cies 
VEAL ‘CAL VESiecece 
SHEEP clee e's plete lety 
LAMBSeccccceccoecs 
Mil K= COWS, cs eeleas 
EMLCKENS cerseies ore 
EGGS cccccccclscece 


MILK. WHLSE.cocce 
RETA bite-eete 
BUTTER. ceccccvcce 
BUTTERG Adc sie ciaeis 
HAY; “ALE CBACED cc « 
POTATOES aeiwsis'e ea a 
SWEET POTATOESsee 
APPLES COMMERCIAL 
LESPEDEZA SEED... 
KOREAN sccccecoce 
KOBE scceuacecees 
Com, & TENN. 76. 
SERUCEAs es wee vee 


a/ Revised 0/ Preliminary 


w* 


COMPARISON OF U. S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 
AND PARITY PRICES 
PRICES RECEIVED | PARITY OR 


BY FARMERS COMP ARABLE AS PERCENTAGE 
PRICES OF PARI TY 


DEc.15 DEC.15 
1952 1952 


- PERCENT - 


AVERAGE PRICES 


Nov.15 


- DOLLARS - 
LBeceese “3171 + 342 
WHEAT, BUcccccce 
CorN, BUscccccce 
OaTS, BU, cccccce 
BARLEY, BUsseoce 
RYE. BU. cc ccjclssce 
BEEF CATTLE, 


pp Ee ant A . . -318 83 83 
GES, DOZeceecee ~502c/ gad 79d 
MILK, WHLSE.CWT, 4.72 oS 284) 4) oy 


a/ Revised b/ Preliminary sf Transitional parity 85 percent 
(90 percent during 1951) of pom price computed under 
formula in use prior to Jan. 1, 1950 d/ Percentage of 
seasonally adjusted prices to parity prices. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 


q ALL FARM PRODUCTS., 


COTTON & COTTONSEED] 279 268 321 
GRAN Siveteis ie oe oratele ee| 194 196 195 
MEAT ANIMALS. .coee -| 335 327 410 
ROULTRYcic wien sie atctsre stu 206 290 303 
DAIRY PRODUCTS...02|] 255 256 250 
TOBACCO. eddecdeeee| 352 5/ 360 356 
MISCELLANEOUS. ccece} 281 ' 300 269 
RATIO OF PRICES 

RECEIVED TO PAID- ay 106 104 409 

UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 

PRICES RECEIVED,...{ 277 269 305 
PRICES PAID 

INTEREST & TAXES..j 281 281 284 
RATIO OF PRICES 

RECEIVED TO PAID.. 96 107 


gs Ratio of N. C. prices received-to U. S; prices paid. 
b/ Type 11 and Pype 31 


RECORD APPLE CROP 


North Carolina produced a commercial apple crop of 2,053,000 
bushels this year, 61.8 percent more than the 1,269,000 bushels 
produced in 1951 and 96.5 percent above the 1941-50 average of 
1,045,000 bushels. This is the largest commercial apple crop re- 
corded in this State since separate estimates of the commercial 
crop were begun in 1934. 

Production of winter varieties amounted to 1,908,000 bushels 
compared with 1,154,000 bushels in 1951, fall varieties 124,000 
bushels against 102,000 last season and summer varieties 21,000 
bushels, compared with 13,000 bushels in 1951. 

Although weather conditions were such that most varieties did 
not size properly, the increased number of apples per tree more 
than compensated for reduction in size, thus resulting in a full 
crop. All varieties, with the exception of Grimes Golden,Jonathan 
and Golden Delicious, exceeded last year’s production. The most 
noted increase was in the Delicious variety with a production of 
574,000 bushels this year compared with 152,000 bushels in 1951. 
By varieties, Grimes Golden accounted for 50 percent of the total 
fall varieties’ production while Delicious, Rome Beauty and Stay- 

.men accounted for 30, 13 and 20 percent respectively of the total 


winter varieties production. 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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RECORD APPLE CROP (cont'a) 


The 1952 commercial apple crop for the Nation totaled 92,696,- 
000 bushels — 16 percent less than the 110,660,000 bushels pro- 
duced the previous year and 15 percent below the 1941-50 average 
of 109,017,000 bushels. 


COMMERCIAL APPLE PRODUCTION, BY VARIETIES 


*, 


INORTH CAROLINA 


PRODUCTION . 


UNITED STATES 


VARIETIES 


AVERAGE 


1951 [1952] AVERAGE 
1942-50 


1942-50. 


GRAVENSTINEs cececcecce 2.176 2,568 
OTHER SUMMER VARIETIES 3,103 3,495 2,498 
TOTAL SUMMER VARIETIEY 5,799 5,671 5,066 
GRIMES GOLDENecccccece 2,642 1,863 
JONATHAN ec ccecccccccces 7,881 8,152 5,519 
WEALTHY cio sities etee'aele.e'e-s. 23478 2,073 1,602 
OTHER FALL VARIETIES... 2,601 2,494 2,103 
TOTAL FALL VARIETIES... 14,969 15,361 11,087 | 
BACDWINGcececesesicc ess 6 3, 2,458 
BEN DAVIS AND GANOseee CHM. COMME S DO 
BLACK TWIG (PARAGON)... 822 726 544 
GORTIAND cesicisisis's clee cee 0 1,835 35064 > 25.177 
DELECROUSc.c\sccscce cee 22,218 17,192 20,839 
GOLDEN DELICIOUS. ceccee 2,697 3,615° "35374 
MCINTOSH stwiesieieee.6 cise es 10,065 13,354 7,229 
NORTHERN SPYeccccccecce, - : - 1,842 Zed sce5 
ROME BEAUTY occ ere cle e e'els 74 152 246 6,565 7,828 6,260 
STAYMANG istics cewebiceved fee 330 390 5,145 AAS) SPOR ASW | 
WINE SABlac sicle's em erie cree ere 62 38 62 11,919 10,471 10,393 
Reuilet GREENINGs wise cies oc - - . 2,199 33649 15257 
YORKSIMBPEREALs cic e cee cs 21 25 4l 5,595 4,888 5,353 
YELLOW NEWTOWN. acco ccc ol - - : 4,473 4,435 4,401 
OTHER WINTER VARIETIES. {182 152 329 6,882 7 OS OLOO 
TOTAL WINTER VARIETIES 950 1,154 1,908 | 88,249 89,628 76,543 


TOTAL VARIETYESs ceee0ee1,045 1,269 2,053 109,017 110,660 92,696 


* 0. S. figures total for 35 Commercial producing States 


CLOTHING PRICES INCREASE 


Average prices paid by North Carolina farmers for specified 
clothing items on September 15, 1952 were generally higher than 
prices paid around June 15, 1952. The only items showing a de 
crease from the previous quarter were cotton trousers, men’s work 
shoes, muslin and percale. Prices of all remaining items were 
either unchanged or above the averages of mid-June. Compared with 
September 15, 1951 prices for most items were somewhat lower. 

Prices paid for clothing by North Carolina farmers were slightly 
lower than those paid by U. S. farmers. 
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FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS DEC. 
WITH COMPARISONS 


NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 
Nov, 15 Nov, 15 Dec. 15 
1952 1952 1952 


- DOLLARS - 


15, 1952 


FEED PER 
HUN DREDWE I GHT 


Dec, 15 
1952 


MIXED DAIRY FEED 
UNDER 29% PROTEIN, 
Ie a e\ele ih oie e.slacee ees 
IO MIPROTEUN soe 6c e 
16% PROTEINS cases 
20% PROTEINescccce 

24% PROTEENe sevens 
29M ses OVER ec rieacee 

HIGH PROTEIN FEEDS 
LINSEED MEAL cecece 
SOYBEAN MEAL ccoece 
COTTONSEED MEALeoeoe 
MEAT SCRAP cosneses 

GRAIN BY-PRODUCTS 

RAN cectscbsicnace 
MEODUUNGS 66 oc ecco 
CORNEMEAL peiclcicie sets 
CORN GLUTENesccees 

POULTRY FEED 
LAYING MASH ecccoes 

SCRATCH GRAINeceee 


MOST FEED PRICES LOWER 


North Carolina farmers paid from 5 to 15 cents less per hund- 
redweight for mixed dairy feeds during the month ended December 
15. Prices paid for high protein feeds were unchanged, except 
for a decrease of 10 cents in the price of meat scrap. Corn meal 
and poultry scratch grain prices declined 10 cents while wheat 
middlings dropped 5 cents with no change being recorded in prices 
paid for bran and laying mash. 

Compared with the same period a year ago, current prices paid 
for mixed dairy feeds averaged 6 cents less than the 1951 prices 
paid. However, soybean and cottonseed meal were up 20 and 30 
cents respectively, while meat scrap was 10 cents below last 
year’s price. Corn meal, middlings and laying mash prices were 
10 cents higher this year while bran and poultry scratch grain 
prices were 5 cents below those paid in 1951, 


DECREASE IN CHICKS HATCHED 


North Carolina’s hatcheries produced 3,379,000 chicks during 
November. This is about 6 percent less than the 3,611,000 chicks 
produced last month and 14.3 percent less than the 3,941,000 chicks 
produced in November 1951. 

During the first eleven months of 1952 chick output in the State 
totaled 57,093,000 — almost 4 percent over the 55,060,000 chicks 
produced during the same period of 1951. 


AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES FARMERS FOR SPECIFIED CLOTHING ITEMS WITH COMPARISONS 1951-52 


NORTH CAROLINA 


SUITS, WOOL. 1 PAUTR PANTS.ce. 
EXTRA TROUSERS, WOOLENseeccccee 
TROUSERS, COTTON sews ole viecccece 
OVERALLS. os etateielala enlucslelaeie atece ocr 
COTTON, WORKeccccvece 
COTTON. WORKeeoe 


SHIRTS, 
Socks, 
UNDERSHERTS. cccccces 


SHORTS leslie sinislaie bie eae sda a 06 wis 


SHOES WORK caMEN: Sieve els 6-0 0/6 sib 
BOOTS, RUBBER, KNEE*LENGTHeee 
DRESSES, HOUSE, PERCALE.ceeee 
RAYON PANTIES S civ ecu ce 0d eee 
SHOES OR OXFORDS, WOMEN’ Soeee 
MUSLIN, UNBLEACHED 36” WIDE,,. 
PERCALE smsOtMmW SDE as piaslslelelslee ein 


UNITED STATES 


SEPT. 5 SEPT. 15 
1952 1951 


SPWARRO- OND 
@ 


am 


FARM REPORT 


Compiled by authority of the 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 


Raleigh, N. C. 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
S. R. Newell, Assistant Chief 
and published by the 


ForM BAE-A-1-53-15,500 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Division of Statistics 


L.Y. Ballentine, Commissioner of Agriculture 


Released semi-monthly through the 
Crop Reporting Service at Raleigh 
Frank Parker, Statistician in Charge 


PRIMARILY FOR DISTRIBUTION TO 
CROP REPORTERS AND AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 


ORIGINAL INFORMATION DIRECT FROM 
FARMERS AND OTHER LOCAL SOURCES 


JANUARY 6, 1953 


WINTER WHEAT (Cont'd; 


below the 10-year average. 
conditions in the late Summer and Fall 
prevailed over practically the entire Nation 


N.C.FALL PIG CROP AND SPRING 


FARROWING INTENTIONS DOWN 


North Carolina’s Fall pig crop totaled 
752,000 head, farrowed by 114.000 sows 
for an average of 6.6 pigs per litter. This 
is about 15 percent below the 1951 Fall 
pig crop of 884,000 head. Spring pig pro- 
duction this year totaled 1,071,000 head, 
bringing the number for the year to 1,823,- 
000. 

The number of sows farrowing in the 
State this Fall was about 13 percent below 
intentions expressed earlier by producers. 
Intentions for the Spring of 1953 are for 
139,000 sows to farrow. This is about 18 
percent below the 170,000 sows which far- 
rowed last Spring. 

The 1952 U. S. pig crop totaled 91.8 
million head, a decrease of 10 percent from 
last year. The Spring crop was down 9 per 
cent and the Fall crop ii percent. The 
number of sows farrowing this Fall was 12 
percent smaller than last year but the num- 
ber of pigs saved per litter, at 6.65, is 
equal to the record-high Fall litter size in 
1950. The Fall pig crop at 35.4 million 
is the smallest Fall crop since 1948. 

For the U. S. 1953 Spring crop, reports 
on breeding intentions indicate a total of 
7.4 million sows to farrow, 13 percent be- 
low the number farrowing last Spring and 
17 percent below the 10-year average. 
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NORTH CAROLINA & UNITED STATES LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER NOVEMBER 1951-52* 


THOUS. HEAD THOUS. 
CATTLE es 
CALVESee 
SHEEP & 

LAMBSee 
HOGSeeee 


A/ Revised 


* Includes slaughter under Pederal inspection and other wholesale 


NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 
SPECIES NUMBER TOTAL NUMBER TOTAL 
St AUGHTERED LI VEWEIGHT SL AUGH TERED LIVEWEIGHT 
1951 @/ 1952 1951 a/ | 1952 | 1951 a/ 


POUNDS 


[tose | 951g | 19582 | 


HEAD THOUS. POUNDS 


THOUS, 
1,540.7) 1,454,882 |] 1,451,944 
166, 303 190,715 


820.5 
1,180.2 100,193 112,395 
1,831,617 | 1,654,856 


7,098.5 
and retail 


Re ey 
752,58 


1,014.4 
7,855.8 


slaughter, excludes farm slaughter. 


NOVEMBER COMMERCIAL HOG SLAUGHTER SETS NEW RECORD 


North Carolina hog slaughter for the 
month of November totaled 15,176,000 
pounds liveweight, an increase of 3 per- 
cent over the preceding month’s record 
high of 14,764,000 pounds. The 71,000 
hogs slaughtered also set a new record 


high, exceeding the October record by 
1,000 head. 
Cattle, calves and sheep and lambs 


slaughtered in November showed a decline 
of 21, 17 and 45 percent respectively from 
last month’s total liveweight slaughtered. 


Compared with the same period a year ago, 
the total liveweight of cattle slaughtered 
increased 3.8 percent or 273,000 pounds, 
while calves and sheep and lambs de- 
creased 24.4 and 16.7 percent respect- 
ively. 

Commercial slaughter of all meat ani- 
mals in November totaled 83,700 head and 
23. 233,000 pounds liveweight. The total 
liveweight slaughtered was 7 percent less 
than October but 10 percent above Novem- 
ber 1951. 


PIG CROP REPORT DECEMBER 1, 


10-YEAR 
AVERAGE 
1941-50 


SPRING (DEC.1-JUNE 1) 


Average number of pigs per litter wit 


¥ Indicated from breeding intentions AAG 


numbers o 


* Pigs per litter - actual number, 


1952 - PIGS SAVED - N. 
NORTH CAROLINA 


1953 
INTENDED 
/ 


SOWS FARROWED. 64 eo-« 134 152 170 
Pi GSISAVED Ss hcleee es 837 973 }t,071 
PIGS PER LITTER*.c6 : 6.4 6.3 
Fatt (JUNE 1{-Dec. 1) 
SOWS FARROWEDsscece 109 130 114 
PIGS SAVEDecocccece 698 884 752 
PEGS PER LITTER*.6. ° 6.8 6.6 
ANNUAL TOTAL (DEC.1) 
To Dec. 1) 
PIGS SAVEDssecsacteclt.oo5 1,857 §1,823 


C e & U . s « 
UNITED STATES 


5 10-YEAR 1953 
AVERAGE INTENDED 
1941-50 1 

+ THOUSAND HEAD - 

139 8,962 9,591 8,504 7.395 
- 56,242 62,007 | 56,430 | 48,0002/ 
- #29 6.47 6.64 - 

: 5,638 6,032 5,318 : 
- 36,312 39,804 }] 35,355 - 
: 6.45 6.60 6.6 - 
. 92,554 101,811 491,785 . 


allowance for trend used to compute indicated 


spring pigs. Number rounded to nearest 500,000 head. 


